The WHO "Laboratory manual for the Examination and processing of human semen" is a reference guide, firstly published in 1980, to standardize the procedures for the examination of human semen. It has been updated three times; the last version was published in 2010 (1) It provided guidance about many aspect of semen examination like: semen collection, macroscopic and microscopic examinations, immunological properties, microbiological properties and biochemical properties of seminal plasma. Semen examination is the first laboratory test to study the physio-patological testicular function in adults and it may also be useful for investigating male fertility status as well as monitoring spermatogenesis during and following male fertility regulation. The aim of this work is trying to standardize the way of describing in clinical laboratory reports the properties related to semen examination. The systematic syntax described here is the one recommended jointly by the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) and the International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC), and endorsed by many other scientific and health care organisations, for all types of properties measured or examined in the clinical laboratory (2,3). This syntax is intended as a mean to improve the communication worldwide on semen determinations, both measurements and examinations. The IUPAC-IFCC systematic syntax of any property requires the description of: (i) the biological system under study [e.g.: semen], (ii) the system component taken into account [e.g.: Spermatozoa], and (iii) the kind-of-property [e.g.: number (of Spermatozoa) fraction]. When necessary, a specification may be added in parenthesis to any of these elements. Fixing the order of these three elements -system, component and kind-of-property-according to the internationally recommended syntax, the outcome is a phrase that, in short, describes a generic property as follows: System(specification)-Component(specification); kind-of-property(specification) The specific rules to describe the elements of a generic property and the examination result are given in the following points.
2. Specification in parenthesis following the name or symbol of the system without a space, when necessary. For the type of properties included in this text, usually the specification is the supersystem to which the biological systems under consideration belongs [e.g.: Cells(Sem)]. 3. A long dash (-), rather than two hyphens (--), following the system name or symbol, or eventually its parenthetic specification, and without a space, separating system from component.
RULES TO DESCRIBE THE COMPONENT:
1. No space before the component separating it from system or its specification. 2. Unabbreviated systematic or trivial recommended name with initial upper-case letter. Names used for components are the official names recommended by the international scientific organisations. Abbreviations are to be avoided, also when the system is given by code. 3. Names of two separate entities entering into numerator and denominator respectively of a ratio between two quantities of the same system and having the same kind-of-property, both names with initial upper-case letter and separated by a slash with no space before or after. 4. Specification in parenthesis following the name without space. Elements of specification separated by semicolon and space. 5. A semicolon following component name or specification parenthesis, and without a space, separating component and its specification from kind-of-property.
RULES TO DESCRIBE THE KIND-OF-PROPERTY:
1. A space before the kind-of-property separating it from the semicolon that follows component. 2. Full name with initial lower-case letter or an abbreviation. There is a list of recommended names and abbreviations in many languages. 3. Specification in parenthesis following the name or abbreviation without a space. Elements of specification in full, in abbreviated or coded form, separated by semicolon and space. Names of kinds-of-property may be supplemented with specifications necessary to avoid misunderstandings. The specifications are related to the measurement procedure, including previous events, time-related information, calibration, and notes on the analytical procedure.
RULES TO DESCRIBE THE RESULT:
1. One or more spaces before the relational operator separating it from the kind-of-property. 2. When the relational operator is the symbol of 'equal to' (=) and there are many spaces separating it from the kind-of-property, this relational operator may be omitted. 3. One space before the result separating it from the relational operator. 4. The examination result.
In Table 1 the description of properties related to human semen examination according to the WHO "Laboratory manual for the Examination and processing of human semen" (1) are shown.
Most of the properties have already been defined by IUPAC-IFCC (4), so they have NPU code; but some others have been systematically described for first time in this article. In the table these properties are the ones without NPU code. When the symbol * appears means that the description is an alternative description proposed in this article for the property just above described. 
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